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Finding Ourselves In Bratislava 

Having been here for nearly 6 weeks, we are often asked what we think of our city and the country God has 
placed us in. We still feel this is such a great city and country, despite the complexities and challenges we  
face with the language and the culture.  We’re on a learning curve, but we expected that so we’re not put off by 
the process.  God loves this city and this country, and He has been with us through all of the challenges!  We 
are beginning to feel a part of what God is doing here, and we are changing because of His glorious ways of 
melding families from different cultures together. We are finding ourselves, in a heavenly culture, in Bratislava. 

Community is Vital to our Health 

The Bratislava International Fellowship (BIF) Church and broader Christian community have embraced us and 
helped us in so many ways!  Thankfully, our friend Anna translated for us at the Foreign Police as we would 
have had big challenges without her!  Day 1 – waited in line for hours, got turned away, found out they had just 
opened online appointments and made one for the next morning.  Day 2 – arrived to find we needed two 
appointments, signed up again online, having to wait another three weeks for an appointment for Joy!  Whew!  
Without our Slovak friends to commiserate with and help us, our journey would have been way more difficult! 

Gary is working with the guys on developing a regular men’s gathering 
while Joy has joined the women’s Bible study which was already meeting 
twice monthly.  They had a great time sharing how God speaks to us and 
were blessed to meet and get to know a new visitor – a young woman 
from Spain and new to BIF!  Thank you, Lord!   

Gary is helping the leadership team set goals to grow the church.  We will 
begin a 10-week teaching series on the fruit of the Spirit.  The Lord has 
been showing us His heart for giving BIF a steady and extended season of 
familiar teaching.  With many changes in their midst this past year, we 
believe it will help disciple the church and bring peace and ressurance to 
the leadership team and the BIF family.  We can’t thank our supporters 
enough for praying for us, encouraging us, and for helping us to get here!  

Fresh Prayer Requests 

Visas, visas, visas!  Gary’s paperwork is submitted and Joy’s will follow on Friday, 
May 10th.   And our shipped goods – they were delayed, but they’re due to arrive 
in Europe soon.  Pray for a safe landing into port and truck transport here! 
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