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A Surprise Visit to Encourage 

Last month the Lord sent us a couple we had never met before.  To pray for us.  In person.  All the way from 
Greece!  They had never been to Slovakia, but the Lord asked Asteris and Plamena to fly to Bratislava and to 
pray for the pastors of an English-speaking church here.  They arrived on Tuesday and began praying and 
trusting that the Lord would lay out their steps. Connecting with us through the BIF Facebook page, they joined 
us at our Sunday services and blessed us by praying for us afterward.  We were blown away by the power of 
their prayer!  It was so obvious that God wanted us to know He is with us!  What a great God we serve! 

Destination Wedding in Nashville 

Yeehaw! Our son Ben and new daughter Tanja got hitched on August 3rd!  
However, the weather got a little too celebratory with lots of lightning, 
thunder, and rain, so we moved all the drenched tables and decorations 
inside.  It was a beautiful wedding, and they will have a fun story to tell their 
kids and grandkids!  With only one week in the states, it was a whirlwind 
time with family (including time spent with our precious grandchildren) and 
friends – even a few from the West Coast!  We were blessed by our 1-week 
trip, but the bodies are still mumbling… “um, what time zone am I in?” 

Coming Soon … Missionary Candidate and Road Trip to Bielefeld 

About two months ago, Pastor Kaj Martin from Seattle Foursquare Church asked if we would consider hosting 
a young woman, Bekah, for a couple of weeks.  He told us that she is working on her college degree, is 
interested in missions, and that we were the first ones he thought of to offer her some first hand experience.  
Excited to help and to inspire new missionaries, we set aside the second half of August to have her visit!  We 
asked some of the FMI missionaries in Europe if they would like to have her come and be a part of what they 
are doing.  Anna Marie Mazzone, serving in Bielefeld, Germany, said she’d love for us to visit, and to see and 
be part of what the Lord has called her to do there.  Pray for our time as we road-trip with Bekah to work with 
Anna Marie and their street church as we minister to refugees, street addicts, and the homeless in her city! 

Answered Prayer & Prayer Requests 

Thank you for continuing to pray for us!  Many prayers have been answered … a good doctor & medicine for 
Gary, and an automobile and insurance!  God is so good and so faithful!  Looking forward, the owners of the 
building where we hold our Sunday services are planning to demolish it – probably in 2020.  It’s very expensive 
to rent or own property in Bratislava as many businesses and people continue to move here. But BIF’s parent 
church, BCC, has found a building a little futher from the city center and it has 
room for both congregations!  Pray for God to confirm or close the door! 
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